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ARTICLE | HARVARD BUSIMNESS REVIEW | OCTOBER 2012

Data Scientist: The Sexiest Job of the 21st
Century

5] privt [ SHARE || EMAIL
Abstract

Key to the effective use of big data are the analytical professionals known as "data scientists,” who can both
manipulate large and unstructured data sources and create insights from them. Data scientists are difficult to hire and
retain, but their skills will be necessary to any organization wishing to profit from big data.

Keywords: Big Data; Data Scientists: Business Analytics; Data and Data Sets; Mathematical Methods; Jobs and
Positions

Format: Print
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The Economist "Why economists are flocking to
Silicon Valley" (September 7, 2022)

e 5|F3: For big tech, meanwhile, economists offer skills that computer scientists and engineers often

lack. They tend to have a good grasp of statistics, as well as a knack for understanding how
incentives affect human behaviour. Most important, economists are adept at designing
experiments to identify causal relationships between variables. Machine-learning engineers

usually think in terms of prediction problems, ...
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